
Solutions to Homework 11
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We only consider the general case. Thus let
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To find the surface � �
, we take the dot product of (1) with
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Similarly, by taking the dot product of (1) with

 ��� �"! � we obtain an equation for the surface � �
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To express (2) and (3) in scene coordinates we substitute � � ! *GF
into (2) to obtain
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Similarly, substituting � � ! *GF
into (3) we obtain
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These two equations can also be written in the form
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As these equations are quadratic in
F

, we see that the surfaces in view, which can give rise to ambiguous
motions, must be quadratic.
Now let us find out what kind of quadric they are. Are they ellipsoids, hyperboloids of one or two sheets,
or are they of degenerate form?
If we substitute

FN*GOP� �
into (4), the equation holds. We conclude that a line parallel to

� �
passing through

the origin lies entirely in the surface, and thus the surface must be a hyperboloid of one sheet (or one of its
degenerate forms).
A hyperboloid of one sheet has two sets of intersecting rulings. It can be verified that
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is the equation of a second line embedded in the surface.



(b) Since there is no constant term in (4) and (5) the hyperboloids described by these equations pass through
the origin, that is, the viewer must be on the surface being viewed. Thus we find that the motion field
corresponds in some image regions to points on the surface lying in front of the viewer and in other image
regions to points on the surface behind the viewer. A real ambiguity can only arise if the field of view is
restricted to regions where both � �VUB8

and � �WU&8
.

2. (a) If we substitute into equation � * � S $YX:Z[$H\�]
the image coordinates, that is,
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(b) The equations for the motion field are
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Substituting from (a) for
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(c) For two sets of rigid motions and corresponding surfaces which give rise to the same motion field, we have
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We substitute gV~� *Eg+�=� � S=y gV~� *Eg(��� � S z tV~� *�td�=� � S=y
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and equate the coefficients of the powers of
�

and
�

that occur in the above equations to derive the following
eight conditions tV~� .MtV~� * l+�@.}l"�
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