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Talking about Writing

• “Stuff you’re supposed to know”

• But nobody ever teaches it!

• The course is about computers learning language

• Only worthwhile for us to talk about it too
▶ Mechanics
▶ Writing Well (Audience)
▶ Reviewing

• Disclaimer: YMMV
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Use LATEX

• Equations and Math

• Templates

• Macros

• Cost

• Accessibility

• Not tutorial
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Common Mistakes

• Footnotes
I'm never ever sick at sea.\footnote{Well, hardly ever.}

• This is a low-budget trip, and pages 78--101 describe the
journey. If the train is on time---which it never is---we'll
get there tomorrow.

• Quotes
In civilized cultures, this is called a ``coaster''.

• The voltage is $V=IR$, where $I$ is the current.

• Spacing and sizing in math
p(a\, | \,b) = \left( \frac{ \sim p(b\, | \,a) p(a)}

{p(b)} \right)

Lots more on my style page!
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Images / Figures

• Always use vector graphics

• Test printing in black and white

• Prefer graphs over tables

• Make captions stand on their own

• Don’t use vertical rules in tables
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Use Version Control

• Implicit Backup

• Easy to Collaborate

• Not reliant on “cloud”

• Corollary
▶ Split into subfiles input
▶ Track tokens
▶ Flow lines

• Why not (only)
Overleaf/ShareLaTeX?
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But don’t let this overwhelm you . . .

• LATEX can be daunting

• Especially fixing errors

• Important thing is to write

• Doesn’t matter where / how
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